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Government update on fishing discussion 

 
The Government confirms that the situation regarding the fishing discussions is not as has 
been suggested in some parts of the Spanish media and wishes to clarify any 
misconceptions that may have arisen as a result of a number of public comments recently 
made on the matter. 
 
The Government remains committed to the Memorandum of Understanding agreed with 
Spanish fishermen's representatives.   
 
In keeping with this Memorandum it set up a commission of experts to study the whole 
situation relating to the protection and potential sustainable use of marine resources within 
British Gibraltar Territorial Waters.  This is designed to provide Government with the views 
of Gibraltarian fishermen (represented by the GFSA), environmental and fisheries experts 
and developments in both the legal farmeworks that govern these issues and current 
practices elsewhere in Europe.  It also includes the representatives of fishermen from La 
Linea and Algeciras.   
 
The Commission is proceeding with this task.  It is an independent Commission with no 
political brief or influence.   
 
It has no mandate to negotiate anything with anyone.   
 
Government is aware of the process being followed but is not involved in discussions or 
analysis at this stage, pending delivery to Government of the Commission's report.   
 
The Commission has held meetings in Gibraltar with many interested parties, has travelled 
to Spain and is assessing and analysing as much data and information as have been 
made available and as it has been to able to obtain to date.   
 
The Government understands that, as part of the process being followed, it was only at 
last Friday's technical meeting that the Spanish side, which consists of fishermen and boat 
owners, agreed to the Gibraltar side's request that a Spanish expert in Oceanography be 
involved.  Following this, the Spanish side proposed a meeting with this expert with two 



days' notice, which was not possible to arrange.  This was purely a diary issue within the 
working group and was in no way a delaying tactic, as has been claimed.   
 
There was and is no Government involvement in this process, and the working group is 
free to develop its own meeting schedule. 
 
It is recognised that technical scientifc study takes time, particularly when data are so hard 
to come by and relatively little information is available.  However, the working group is still 
within the original indicative timeframe of 60 days agreed at the time of the signing of the 
Memorandum of Understanding.  
 
When Government receives the report, it will have the scientific basis for an informed 
consideration of possible action.    
 
Whatever the position of any other parties may be, the Government reaffirms its 
unwaivering commitment to the equal application of Gibraltar law to anyone within the 
jurisdiction of Gibraltar as required by the rule of law. 
 
 
 


